
MLA Overview 
Modern Language Association, 8th Edition 

Some information in this presentation is used from www.mla.org for 
instructional purposes. Please visit www.mla.org for more information.   



Page Formatting 
•  Title pages are not required for MLA essays and papers. 

•  Essays and papers should include the header in the left-hand corner 

of the first page and the running head (the writer’s last name and 

page number) in the upper right-hand corner of all pages. 

•  Everything should be double-spaced.  

•  The font should be 12 pt. Times New Roman.  

•  Only one space should be included after all punctuation, including 

periods.  

•  All margins should be set to one-inch. 

•  All paragraphs should be indented one half-inch. 

•  Works cited entries should be formatted with the hanging indent. 



Documenting Sources 
�  For each source used, two types of  citations are needed: 

�  In-text Citation (or Parenthetical Notation) 
�  In-text citations are used to distinguish the ideas of  the 

writer from the ideas of  the sources he or she uses for 
support. 

�  In-text citations give the reader information about where the 
supporting ideas are found in the original source by 
including the page number when possible. 

�  Works Cited Entry 
�  The works cited entries are included on the works cited 

page, which begins on a separate page, following the text of  
the essay. 

�  The works cited entries offer the reader detailed 
bibliographic information about all sources used. 



In-text Citations 
�  Each in-text citation should include: 

 The author’s last name (or the title of  the work if  no 
 author is present). 
 The page number where the source material was 
 found. 

�  The information may be presented in a parenthetical notation: 

 One scholar asserts that “communism is the basis for all the evil in the 

 civilized world” (Curtis 298).   

�  Or, the author’s name may be presented in a signal phrase: 

 According to Curtis, “Communism is the basis for all the evil in the 

 civilized world” (298). 



�  Notice with in-text citations that the parenthetical 
citation follows the quotation marks and the period 
follows the parenthetical notation: 

 Many people believe that “communism is the basis for all the evil in the 

 civilized world” (Curtis 298).   

 

 

�  Do NOT include “p.” or “pp.” for the page number. 

�  If  no page number is available, omit it. Do NOT 
include “no page” or any similar notation. 
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�  For the in-text citation, when no author is available, 
include the the title in the signal phrase or the 
parenthetical notation. 

 According to “Understanding the Epidemic,” deaths from opioid drug 

 abuse have increased fourfold in less than 20 years. 

or 

 Deaths from opioid drug abuse have increased fourfold in less than 20 years 

 (“Understanding the Epidemic”).  

�  Be sure to include the necessary formatting—italics 
or quotation marks—for the title. 

�  Shortening the title is also acceptable. Use the first 
three or four words of  the title if  the title is long.  

 



�  In-text citations should be included for ALL source 
material used in the paper, including: 
�  Paraphrases 

�  Summaries 
�  Quotes (including Block Quotes). 

�  The in-text citation links the usage of  the source in 
the paper with its appropriate works cited entry. 



�  Direct quotes must be introduced with the essay or 
paper writer’s own words: 

 One scholar asserts that “communism is the basis for all the 

 evil in the civilized world” (Curtis 298).  

�  If  the sentence is unbroken—as in the example above—
a comma and capital first letter are not necessary. 

�  If  the signal phrase serves only to introduce the quote, a 
comma is necessary, and the first word of  the quote 
should be capitalized. See below: 

 According to Curtis, “Communism is the basis for all the evil in the 

 civilized world” (298). 



�  If  source has two authors, include both last names 
in the in-text citation, connected by and: 

 (Dorris and Erdrich 23) 

�  If  the source has more than two authors, the entry 
should include the last name of  the first author 
listed followed by et al.: 

 (Burdick et al. 42) 



Works Cited 
Core Elements 
 
Each entry in the list of  works cited is 
composed of  facts common to most 
works—the MLA core elements. They 
are assembled in a specific order. 
 
Pay close attention to the use of  
punctuation as these punctuation 
marks will be used in the citation. 
 
If  any core element is unavailable, 
simply omit that element and its 
punctuation mark and move to the 
next available element. 



Containers 
 
The concept of  containers is crucial 
to MLA style. When the source being 
documented forms part of  a larger 
whole, the larger whole can be 
thought of  as a container that holds 
the source.  
 
For example, a short story may be 
contained in an anthology. The short 
story is the source, and the anthology 
is the container. Also, an online 
journal is stored in a database, which 
forms a container; furthermore, the 
journal is a container because it holds 
journal article. 



The Practice Template 
 
The practice template, which is linked 
for you in Canvas, is helpful to use 
while constructing MLA works cited 
entries. 
 
Complete the template and build the 
citation by including the elements 
(with the appropriate punctuation 
marks) in the order that they appear 
on the template. 



Punctuation and Format 
 
Notice that only the author, title of 
source, and location are followed by a 
period. All other elements are 
followed by a comma. 
 
ALL works cited entries, however, 
must end with a period, regardless of  
the last element listed in the citation. 
 
Italicize the titles of  works that are 
whole (such as books, journals, 
musical albums, websites, etc.), and 
place in quotation marks the titles of  
works that are used to make up 
another whole work (such as poems, 
book chapters, journal articles, songs 
on an album, videos on a website, 
webpages on website, etc.) 
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Visit style.mla.org for more information. 


